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obstinate, and lacking in humour. He said that the Flanders
campaign had done good to the Indian soldiers, because it had
shown them what Western fighting was, and how little chance
a mutiny could have.
This was en route to Assault-at-Arms at National Sporting
Club in aid of W.A.R.C. The place not full. Very few
ladies, though a ladies' night. Two British and one Russian
nurse. The former j colons of latter who had to stand on platform
while her postcards were being sold for £5 and £10 the set.
Bookmakers and similar people bought, and allowed to be sold
again, a Shetland pony, dogs, a stamp collection. A music-hall
star, in an evening dress with a red tie and worn-out boots, was
auctioneer part of the time.
Saturday, January 22nd.
Too ill in London to write any notes. I even forget what I did.
We dined at the Carlton with Dorziat1 and Knoblock. She
is a little worn physically. Very intelligent and amusing and
natural. Then to an absolutely dreadful Scotch play at Royalty,
" Bauldy ". As bad as " Bunty " and longer. We saw Eadie,
Vedrenne, Vernon, Eaton and others. Wednesday I lunched
with Doran and Messmore Kendal and Wells at Savoy. H. G.
held forth on the future of N. and S. America. Eaton came to
tea at Berkeley, and explained his triumphant progress. At
night (M. having returned to Thorpe in order to go to the
Colchester Hippodrome) J. R. Richmond dined with me at the
Yacht Club, and we went to " n Trovatore " at the Shaftesbury.
Very old fashioned, with a few good things. Horribly con-
ventional plot and acting. I walked to hotel in thick rain.
Thursday, Doris Keane came to lunch. I learnt a lot about
her, and got some general ideas as to how to write a play to
suit her.
On Friday after a third sleepless night I lunched with Methuen
at the Reform. He told me " These Twain " had sold 13,350 in
the first week. Some rotten reviews. Apart from other things,
the book is too jolly true for some people. They say it lacks the
ideal, and mean that it refuses to be untruthfuL Several of
the best critics have noted this with satisfaction and laudation.
1 GabrieUe Dorziat, the French actress, appeared several times in Eng-
land and also played in English.
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